
 

#WeAreEastMills 

   We are wrapping up a successful 1st quarter.  In aca-

demic news we have 8 students who have completed the 

John Baylor ACT prep course and are preparing to take 

ACTs on October 27th. We are excited to see growth in 

our student ACT scores, which open doors for colleges 

and scholarships.  We have added Precalculus to our 

course offering, which also helps with ACT scores.  

   Our FFA chapter visited 

Southwest Iowa Renewable 

Energy plant last month, learn-

ing about their production oper-

ations and feeding farmers dur-

ing harvest season. Robotics 

Team is getting geared up for a 

new season, with 14 students 

making up the team this year. 

“We love East Mills 

because there is something 

new and different each day 

and I feel safe in a positive 

environment.”  

-Ailey, 6th grade 

October 31, 2018 
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Elementary News 

EM JH students participating in the 

Corner Conference Vocal Concert 

held at East Mills Elementary 

Junior/Senior High School 

EM FFA Students provide 

meals to farmers during 

harvest season. 

Learning Never Stops 
Serving as an East Mills School Board member is a huge 

commitment of time and energy.  Members of our School 

Board will be attending the Iowa Association of School Board 

(IASB) Annual Conference November 14/15th in Des Moines.  

There, they will have the opportunity to attend classes on 

School Finance, School and Community Engagement, 

expanding Vocational Training in our schools, Technology and 

Security, and many other topics.  Thank you to our School 

Board members for their readiness to make East Mills a 

stronger district through continuously learning new strategies. 

East Mills Community School District Quarterly Newsletter 

  The first quarter at East Mills Elementary is off to a positive 

start and full of new and exciting changes.  We began the 

school year with a new principal (Mr. Sutherland), a new 1st 

grade teacher (Ms. Cressey), a new 3rd grade teacher (Mrs. 

Hazel), a new 6th grade teacher (Mrs. Field) and a new 

school nurse (Mrs. Stortenbecker).   

  On October 10th a generous gift was given to the East Mills 

6th graders. McGraw Hill donated 41 new student Social 

Studies books to our 6th grade classes.  The new Social 

Studies book replace ones that were 15 years old.   

  On October 11th, as a thank you for participating in the 

PTO fundraiser, the elementary students were treated to a 

BMX (bicycle) show in front of the school.  The students 

were so excited to watch the different tricks and stunts while 

also hearing a message about safety, bullying and treating 

others with kindness and respect. 



Window Treatments Serve 

Dual Purpose 

East Mills Boosters and East Mills PTO purchased new window coverings for the Elementary and High 

School.  In addition to branding our school with our logo and 

promoting school spirit, the windows serve to provide added se-

curity to the buildings as well.  The window treatments are total-

ly transparent from inside the building, but serve to block people 

from outside to see in the windows.  Our SRO, Deputy Justin 

Farnan, is 

pleased with 

the window 

coverings, 

and feel they 

help add to 

the students’ 

level of safety 

and security. 

FAST testing is a reading test taken three times a year 

in grades K-6. It is a universal screener for all students 

throughout the state and is state normed. Students in 

K/1 take the early reading tests which are more phon-

ics-based testing. Then students 2nd-6th are tested on 

their fluency and comprehension. CBM's are reading 

fluency tests. Students have three one-minute reading 

passages to read out loud fluently. Each grade level 

has a different benchmark for students to 

reach.  aReading taps a variety of skills including con-

cepts of print, phonemic awareness, phonics, compre-

hension, and vocabulary. The aReading test is a com-

puter-administered adaptive measure of broad reading 

that is individualized for each student.  

For the first time, we tried FAST math and behavior as 

well. FAST math and behavior is currently optional for 

districts but eventually will be state required.   

We have a goal to reach 80% proficiency on FAST 

testing through CBM's by Spring 2019 in 1st - 6th 

grade and we are currently 72.2% proficient.  

District Academic News 

East Mills Elementary 

students enjoy a BMX 

show as a thank you 

for helping with PTO 

Fundraiser 

Technology in the 

Classroom 

#WolverinePRIDE 

A new Dance Team was introduced this year, 

with 11 students participating. Cross Country 

competed well with a young roster and our foot-

ball team wrapped up a successful 7-2 season 

narrowly missing the 8 man playoffs.  Our volley-

ball team has had an outstanding regular season 

and qualified for Regional finals Tuesday Octo-

ber 30th with a State Tournament bid on the line. 

Wolverine Pride is on the rise! We appreciate all 

of our communities’ support! 

Just as technology rapidly evolves, so does the 

curriculum to teach the new technology.  Mrs. Ford  

is continuously updating her high school computer 

classes to capture the most current technology 

possible.  Right now Computer Tech III class is 

split into Java Script and Web Design as that is 

what the needs of the students dictated.  Students 

are, however, learning drawing and coloring com-

mands, variables, functions, If/Else statements, 

arrays, and objects using Java Script and creating 

projects using those skills.  Students are creating a 

web page from scratch using BlueGriffon for the 

Web site design software and Gimp for the 

graphics or image editing software. Students are 

learning and creating projects using drag and drop 

programming through the use of Microsoft's Make-

Code and MIT's Scratch program.  It is exciting to 

see the students succeed in their endeavors. 


